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Bearing in mind this basic principle of not forcing the
young child beyond his intellectual and experiential level,
we may pass to the second major aim, namely, that of making
our organisation sufficiently flexible to provide for the varied
range of intellectual abilities of our pupils and to cater
for the varying rates of progress displayed by them. This
involves knowing our pupils well, and it is here that for each
pupil at the age of approximately 5^+ years the information
.obtained by means of the form in Chapter II, page 29, is so
useful for grouping and organising within the classes in the
initial stages of a reading scheme.
Thirdly, a carefully considered reading scheme embraces
a mixture of individual and group methods, with perhaps
more emphasis on group than on individual teaching.
Although the individual consideration in matters of coaching
and in material to be used must guide us at all stages of
teaching reading, it is my experience, and with this many
headmistresses and class-teachers agree, that children learning
to read seem to make greater progress when in a group, even
if the group is small, say only three or four children. More-
over, grouping does not preclude liberal individual help. The
communal, "help each other" spirit, with mild competition
and rivalry (providing the confidence of all members of the
group is sustained), has a most stimulating effect upon powers
of application and the desire to learn. Most young children
learn almost as much from their colleagues as they do from
their elders, if the environment is one of maximum opportunity.
As the mechanics of reading are mastered at different
rates by different children there will be greater need to
suit material to the individual reading ages.
Fourthly, the well-planned reading scheme with a
combination of word whole and sentence methods in the
initial period may be said to proceed by four stages.
Stage I may, according to the intellectual calibre and
language background of the children in the school, follow,
from 5 to ^ years of age, either of two lines.